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Give Dignity. Protect Choice.  
Champion Compassion.
Join donors nationwide making a tax-deductible difference today.
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Become a “sustainer.” Your 

consistent support fuels our 

campaigns and programs 

year-round.

Honor & Memorial Gifts 
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or honor a loved one’s 

memory.

Free Will  

Create a free, legal will 

online — and leave a 

lasting legacy.
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our mission.
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Direct your DAF to improve 

care and expand choice.
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Distributions  
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IRA the smart way.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit us online at CandC.org/ways-to-give
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Action Network*  

Fund lobbying and 

campaigns that create 
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or business expenses 
under IRC § 162(e).
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Your end-of-life planning, made easier.

Our digital magazine helps you act sooner and with confi-

dence: You’re just one click from our planning checklists, saving 

articles to revisit with loved ones, and a direct link to our Call 

Compassion resources — all on your phone, tablet, or computer. 

It’s searchable, accessible, and delivered by email at no cost; scan 

the QR below (or visit CandC.link/expand) to confirm your best 

email and set your preferences.

If you love a printed magazine you can underline, share at 

appointments, or keep on hand, we’ll continue mailing print 

as a thank-you benefit for donors who give $100+ annually 

(or become monthly sustainers, about $9/month). This ensures 

more of your gift moves quickly to advocacy, navigation, and 

services, while you receive the version that works best for you.

Choose what helps you most: go digital for 

speed and interactivity, or upgrade your support 

to keep print coming. Either way, you’re powering 

compassionate, patient-directed care.

https://compassionandchoices.org/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
https://compassionandchoices.org/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
http://CandC.link/expand
https://join.compassionandchoices.org/a/i-want-protect-and-expand-end-life-options?sourceid=1088227
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This May, I attended the public ceremony 

in which the bill authorizing medical aid in 

dying in Delaware was signed into law.

Standing alongside me were longtime aid-in-

dying advocates including Judy Govatos. What 

struck me about Judy was vibrant she was, 

deeply rooted in her community, all while advo-

cating for change and living with the challenges 

of terminal illness. 

Our vision at Compassion & Choices is a 

society that empowers everyone to choose 

end-of-life care that reflects their values, prior-

ities and beliefs. This vision has a lot more to do 

with life than death. 

It’s about all people being able to live to 

the very end in a way that honors what’s most 

important to them. 

We’re celebrating the progress we’ve made 

this year and staying firm in our advocacy. 

Delaware’s victory opened doors, but we need 

to keep up the momentum. Everything docu-

mented in these pages is made possible by our 

grassroots efforts with supporters like you, from 

West Virginia to California, from Minnesota to 

New York and from Florida to Massachusetts. 

Take Dr. Trina Nahm-Mijo in Hawai‘i, who 

discusses death as a natural part of the life cycle, 

or David Copeland’s work as a death doula that 

he calls serving in the “in-between of joy and 

sorrow’,” or Marie Cooper, a West Virginia advo-

cate who believed that when it was her time 

to be with God, no one should interfere. Each 

of these stories provides an entryway, an open 

door, to future supporters and friends of our 

movement.

The coming months will determine whether 

we accelerate progress or lose critical ground. 

Our success depends on the smallest actions: 

picking up the phone, attending an event, telling 

your story and sharing our resources. These 

everyday acts of courage create something 

extraordinary, a movement that’s transforming 

how we die, but more importantly — how we live.   

Thank you for the part you play in making 

change possible. Next year will be pivotal — let’s 

accelerate change together.

With gratitude, 

Kevin Díaz, JD

President & CEO

A Message 
from Our CEO
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Compassion & Choices 
by the Numbers

SUPPORTERS

VOLUNTEERS 

NATIONALLY

ACTIVE DONORS

ONLINE ADVOCACY 

ACTIONS BY SUPPORTERS

STATES WHERE MEDICAL 

AID-IN-DYING LAWS PASSED,

ADVANCED OR WERE PROTECTED

call
LEGAL HELPLINE 
800.247.7421people received one-on-one support through 

our Call Compassion End-of-Life Consultation 

service or guidance and support through our 

Call Compassion Legal helpline

EVENTS HOSTED, ATTENDED 

OR SPONSORED
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Our press hits have included major televi-

sion, print and digital media coverage. In The 
New York Times, coverage of the Medical 

Aid in Dying Act passing the state legisla-

ture featured an article that acknowledged 

Compassion & Choices’ work toward victory 

with our photo front and center: New York 
Moves to Allow Terminally Ill People to Die on 
Their Own Terms. 

Popular Media Hits

Magazine Staff 

David Blank, Michael Cavaiola, Alyssa Cowan, 

Frankie Flowers, Marina Gephart, Ellie 

Hutchison Cervantes, Stephen Hyde, Alyson 

Lynch, Chris Meacham, Kelsey Michael, Mickey 

MacIntyre

Photo and Illustration Credits

cover, p. 1, p. 3, p. 10: Frankie Flowers; cover, p. 

8: courtesy of Judy Govatos; cover, p. 2: Owen 

Carey; p. 4, p. 7: courtesy of Compassion & 

Choices; pg. 6: Matt Urban; p. 8: courtesy of  

Jeff McComas; p. 14 (top): Olena Z Films;  

p. 14 (bottom): Raul Portillo; cover, p. 15 (top): 

Mark Mahoney; p. 15 (bottom): Amelia Beamish; 

p. 16: courtesy of Latinx Voces LLC

Our message is reaching millions! End-of-life choice is entering the mainstream conversation 

through strategic media engagement and powerful storytelling. 

Our lawsuits have attracted considerable 

public interest as we fight to maintain the 

right to end-of-life patient autonomy. In 

Colorado, 9News in Denver featured plaintiff/

Champion Jeff McComas and the Compassion 

& Choices lawsuit challenging Colorado’s resi-

dency requirement for medical aid in dying: 

Minnesota man with terminal cancer sues 
Colorado over aid-in-dying residency rule.

In a story about caregivers, USA 
Today featured Compassion  

& Choices longtime super- 

advocates Dan Diaz and Jacob 

Shannon as they offered expert 

commentary: ‘Just support her’: 
Brittany Maynard’s husband 
says medical aid in dying helped 
him grieve.

Sometimes those who 

disagreed with us 

published a piece that 

we had to respond to. In 

The Wall Street Journal, a 

letter to the editor chal-

lenged the opinion piece, 

Why Should Hospice Be 
the Sick’s Sole Option?

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/09/nyregion/assisted-suicide-medical-aid-in-dying.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/09/nyregion/assisted-suicide-medical-aid-in-dying.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/09/nyregion/assisted-suicide-medical-aid-in-dying.html
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/terminal-patient-sues-colorado-over-aid-in-dying-residency-rule/73-1eb26214-ef54-47f4-af0d-6c46be1f8e91
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/terminal-patient-sues-colorado-over-aid-in-dying-residency-rule/73-1eb26214-ef54-47f4-af0d-6c46be1f8e91
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2025/06/16/medical-aid-in-dying-brittany-maynard/83963841007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2025/06/16/medical-aid-in-dying-brittany-maynard/83963841007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2025/06/16/medical-aid-in-dying-brittany-maynard/83963841007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2025/06/16/medical-aid-in-dying-brittany-maynard/83963841007/
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/why-should-hospice-be-the-sicks-sole-option-maid-new-york-hochul-a2073780
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/why-should-hospice-be-the-sicks-sole-option-maid-new-york-hochul-a2073780
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In the normal course of business, Compassion & 
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other like-minded organizations. If you would 
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your name and address. We will honor your wish 

upon receipt of your request.

In Delaware, Governor Matt Meyer signed 

the state’s medical aid-in-dying bill into law in 

a public signing ceremony which commended 

Compassion & Choices President & CEO Kevin Díaz 
and key supporters. It was featured statewide.

People magazine also published a story about 

plaintiff Jeff McComas and the McComas v. 

Polis Colorado residency lawsuit, including 

quotes from fellow plaintiffs Dr. Barbara 

Morris and Dr. Jennifer Harbert: Terminally Ill 
Man Fights for Right to Medical Aid in Dying, 
Seeks Control Over His Final Days: ‘Prefer to 
Die Painlessly’. 

In May, The Washington Post broke the story 

of our lawsuit taking on the pregnancy exclu-

sion in advance directives in Kansas in the case 

of Vernon v. Kobach: Women sue Kansas over 
law that disregards end-of-life wishes during 
pregnancy.

And when The Washington Post quoted 

Compassion & Choices about the story of 

Adriana Smith in Georgia, Brain-dead pregnant 
woman’s case spurs questions about medical 
consent, the case for end-of-life options 

reached members of the public who might 

otherwise have been unfamiliar with the issue.

Compassion & Choices was also showcased in 

the world of podcasts when host John Murphy 
interviewed death doula Deltra James and 
Compassion & Choices Senior Campaign Director 
Tim Appleton for a conversation about end-of-

life care planning.

https://compassionandchoices.org/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
mailto:Info%40CompassionAndChoices.org?subject=Magazine%20reprints%2C%20reuse%20and%20additional%20copies
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJ4zb4GR_sJ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJ4zb4GR_sJ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://people.com/terminally-ill-man-sues-colorado-for-access-to-medical-aid-in-dying-11743527
https://people.com/terminally-ill-man-sues-colorado-for-access-to-medical-aid-in-dying-11743527
https://people.com/terminally-ill-man-sues-colorado-for-access-to-medical-aid-in-dying-11743527
https://people.com/terminally-ill-man-sues-colorado-for-access-to-medical-aid-in-dying-11743527
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/29/kansas-pregnant-patients-life-support/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/29/kansas-pregnant-patients-life-support/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/29/kansas-pregnant-patients-life-support/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/19/georgia-mother-pregnant-brain-dead/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/19/georgia-mother-pregnant-brain-dead/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/19/georgia-mother-pregnant-brain-dead/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UREhLq6FHSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UREhLq6FHSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UREhLq6FHSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UREhLq6FHSY
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Compassion & Choices advances end-of-life choice as a fundamental right in state houses, court-

rooms and communities across the nation. We believe that end-of-life autonomy shouldn’t 

depend on where you live, and this year, we made incredible progress in expanding access to medical 

aid in dying. Medical aid in dying allows terminally ill, mentally capable adults with a prognosis of six 

months or less to request medication they may choose to self-ingest. United with our volunteers and 

advocates, we’re primed to transform this momentum into enduring success. 

Delaware becomes 12th 
jurisdiction to authorize  
medical aid in dying

On May 20, 2025, Governor Matt Meyer 

signed the Ron Silverio/Heather Block Delaware 

End-of-Life Options Act, making Delaware 

the 12th U.S. jurisdiction to authorize medical 

aid in dying and the first since 2021. It takes 

effect January 1, 2026, or sooner if regulations 

are finalized.

Delaware’s success reflects years of collabo-

ration among lawmakers, clinicians, community 

advocates and voters. The bill passed the House 

21–17 and the Senate 11–8.

This is about compassion, 
dignity and respect for 
personal choice.” 

Governor Matt Meyer, 

public bill-signing remarks

Named for advocates Ron Silverio and 

Heather Block, the law fulfills the vision they 

championed until their deaths in 2018, finally 

making their dream a reality for all Delawareans.

Compassion & Choices staff and advocates celebrate the 

passage of Delaware’s End-of-Life Options Act in April.

A Year of 
Momentum
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New York makes historic 
advancements toward 
authorization

On June 9, 2025, the New York Legislature 

passed a bill to authorize medical aid in dying. 

This milestone crowns decades of work by our 

predecessor organizations and our current  

campaign led by Corinne Carey, senior campaign 

director for New York/New Jersey.

It belongs to advocates like Brian Moffett, 

who spent his final weeks with ALS urging 

passage, and his son Jake, who carried the fight 

forward. It also honors the 28 advocates that 

Compassion & Choices is aware of who died 

during the campaign. Our advocates led with 

love; they showed that the fight for medical aid 

in dying is compassion in action. New York’s 

progress is a beacon for other states and proof 

that values-driven advocacy changes law. The 

bill awaits the governor’s decision.

Montana access remains intact 
after challenges

In Montana, where medical aid in dying 

has been recognized since the 2009 Baxter v. 

Montana decision brought by a Compassion & 

Choices lawsuit,  the House rejected SB 136 by a 

bipartisan 42–58 vote, stopping a measure that 

We applaud the bipartisan 
coalition in the House of 
Representatives which came 
together across the aisle to 
rightfully strike down this 
draconian bill.” 

Callie Riley, Compassion & Choices 

Action Network Regional Advocacy 

Director

would have criminalized physicians for providing 

lawful care to qualifying adults. Compassion & 

Choices has fought for Montanans for over 15 

years, protecting Baxter from similar bills. 

Montanans from all walks of life, including 

clinicians, chaplains, hospice teams, first 

responders and families carrying on the legacy 

of their loved ones, emphasized compassion, 

privacy and autonomy as Montana values. Every 

time Montanans succeed in protecting medical 

aid in dying in their state, they honor advocates 

like Bob Baxter, the Billings Marine veteran 

whose case established protections, and his 

grandson T. J. Mutchler, who later used the law 

to end his suffering from terminal cancer.

New York advocates demonstrate during the Governor’s State of the State address in January.
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Removing discriminatory barriers

End-of-life choice should not stop at a 

state line. Residency requirements in several 

authorized jurisdictions block otherwise qual-

ified terminally ill adults from accessing care. 

As part of our ongoing fight to ensure medical 

aid in dying is available to all qualified patients 

regardless of their ZIP code, Compassion 

& Choices filed a federal lawsuit in May on 

behalf of a terminally ill Minnesota resident 

and two Colorado physicians challenging the 

residency requirement in Colorado’s medical 

aid-in-dying law. 

As a person living with stage 4 cancer, plain-

tiff Jeff McComas joined the lawsuit despite 

knowing that he would likely not live to benefit 

from the case himself. 

In January 2025, in New Jersey, Compassion 

& Choices filed the opening brief appealing a 

federal judge’s September 2024 ruling that 

upheld the state’s residency requirement. 

I’ve advocated for 
years to simply 
ensure that my final 
days will be defined 
by peace without needless 
suffering. I hope the court 
will reconsider their ruling 
and give me a chance to 
speak for myself.” 

Judy Govatos (1944 – 2025), 

Wilmington advocate and Compassion 

& Choices plaintiff

I want to be empowered to make my 
own end-of-life decisions. … I need 
to be allowed to pick the day and 
manner of my choosing, and have 
my wife and children at my side.” 

Jeff McComas, Jeff died in September 2025, 

having dedicated his last days to advocating for 

access to medical aid in dying.

On August 29, 2023, Compassion & Choices 

filed a lawsuit on behalf of two cancer patients 

— Judith Govatos and Andrea Sealy — and two 

physicians who participate in the practice of 

medical aid in dying, Dr. Paul Bryman and Dr. 

Deborah Pasik. Andy Sealy died on August 4, 

2024, without access to medical aid in dying.

Jeff McComas (right) and his family
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We know removal of the residency require-

ment is achievable. Following successful 

lawsuits from Compassion & Choices, Oregon 

and Vermont ended enforcement and then 

repealed residency provisions in statute. When 

jurisdictions remove barriers or authorize 

access, the impact extends beyond borders. 

People near state lines gain pathways to care, 

clinicians get clearer guidance and lawmakers 

see workable models with proven safeguards. 

Every win in court to remove state barriers is a 

win for the whole nation. 

Ensuring equitable access

After a law passes, we don’t stop — we build 

momentum in that state, ensuring that everyone 

has fair, equitable access to medical aid in dying. 

We partner with community organizations, 

public health officials and healthcare providers 

to co-design information that reflects local 

Help us go from hard-fought wins to lasting change

This year shows what is possible when people fight for the care they deserve. If you want this 

option in your state, we’re ready to equip you for that journey. You bring your voice, your community 

and your determination and we’ll provide the tools and resources you need to help ensure everyone 

has care that aligns with their values. We honor those who didn’t live to see these milestones and 

stay committed to those still waiting. Together, we’re building a future where every person can make 

end-of-life decisions with dignity and peace.

Find timely updates at CandC.org/News

values and is available in multiple languages 

and accessible formats. Our team equips care 

provider training and resources with practical 

guidance so that medical aid in dying is part of 

modern, patient-directed care and never on 

the fringes. We will keep improving, expanding 

and defending access to medical aid in dying so 

that people across the nation can make values-

aligned decisions with dignity.

Healthcare options should 
not be denied based on 
zip code. The residency 
restriction functions more  
as a barrier to access than  
a safeguard.” 

Jess Pezley, Compassion & Choices,  

Senior Staff Attorney

https://candc.org/news/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
https://candc.org/news/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
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Championing end-of-life care in 
Congress

Compassion & Choices is focused on 

protecting end-of-life care at the federal level, 

where we pushed back against Medicaid cuts 

and advocated to safeguard hospice, palliative 

Every Day, Every Fight for 
Choice in End-of-Life Care

care and advance care planning for the people 

who rely on them most.

In Washington, D.C., our federal team 

secured a seventh successful defense of 

the District’s Death with Dignity law. Each 

successful defense sends a clear message 

Compassion & Choices is spearheading efforts to defend end-of-life autonomy as a funda-

mental right. Each courtroom victory and congressional engagement advances the fight to 

protect individuals and families at life’s end. In the past year, under President & CEO Kevin Díaz, our 

team carried that legacy forward, shielding medical aid in dying and essential end-of-life care from 

repeated threats while building new precedents that strengthen patient choice across the nation.
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— once enacted, end-of-life options become 

deeply rooted in the fabric of law and commu-

nity. That outcome followed sustained 

engagement with House and Senate offices 

to oppose Financial Services and General 

Government Appropriations Bill (FSGG) riders 

and to reaffirm D.C. Home Rule. The House’s 

FSGG bill signaled provisions to overturn the 

law and bar the D.C. Council from adopting 

similar measures; the Senate Appropriations 

Committee’s version did not include language 

overturning the D.C. statute, an important 

distinction our team underscored in every 

conversation on the Hill.

We are focusing on policy that improves 

real-world access. We advocated for the 

CONNECT for Health Act, a proactive effort to 

make permanent the telehealth flexibilities first 

enacted during COVID. People use telehealth 

for important reasons: They may be home-

bound, too frail to travel, or facing symptoms 

that make clinic visits unsafe or unrealistic. 

Making the CONNECT for Health Act perma-

nent protects these lifelines for people near the 

end of life by preserving critical geographic and 

site-of-service flexibilities.

Fighting for constitutional 
protections

In Kansas, Compassion & Choices, along 

with If/When/How: Lawyering for Reproductive 

Justice and Irigonegaray & Revenaugh, filed 

Vernon v. Kobach to challenge the state’s “preg-

nancy exclusion,” a provision that automatically 

voids the advance directives of pregnant people, 

stripping them of the same fundamental rights 

guaranteed to other adults. This case asserts 

that no individual should lose their right to plan 

 
messages sent to Congress from 		
you and other supporters in 

|2,|77 |2,|77 

all 50 statesall 50 states

and D.C.and D.C.
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Participation is entirely 
voluntary, and the process 
remains firmly under the 
control of the terminally 
ill person through the 
mandate of self-adminis-
tration. Importantly, having 
a disability alone does 
not qualify someone for 
eligibility.”

Kevin Díaz, Compassion & Choices 

President and CEO

Our position is straightforward: California’s 

law contains rigorous safeguards, requires that 

individuals have decision-making capacity and 

mandates self-administration; disability alone 

does not qualify someone for eligibility. This 

defense underscores a core principle that guides 

our work in every forum: Medical aid in dying 

is a voluntary, patient-directed option with 

guardrails designed to protect, not diminish, 

the autonomy and dignity of people at the end 

of life.

As President and CEO Kevin Díaz notes, 

“Participation is entirely voluntary, and the 

process remains firmly under the control of 

the terminally ill person through the mandate 

of self-administration. Importantly, having a 

disability alone does not qualify someone for 

eligibility.”

for end-of-life care because they are pregnant. 

Compassion Legal successfully defended preg-

nant people’s rights in Almerico et al. v. State of 

Idaho et al. in 2021.

Filed on May 29, 2025, in Kansas state court, 

the case is brought on behalf of three Kansas 

women and two OB-GYNs who argue the law 

violates Kansas constitutional rights of personal 

autonomy, privacy and equal treatment by disre-

garding clearly expressed end-of-life decisions. 

The case has drawn national attention, including 

coverage in The Washington Post. Compassion 

Legal is closely monitoring pregnancy exclusions 

in other statutes and will keep working diligently 

to protect the healthcare decision-making rights 

of all people. 

Legal battles unfold in the 
courtroom

Compassion Legal is defending California’s 

End of Life Option Act against disability-dis-

crimination claims brought in the United Spinal 

litigation. The case is now with the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, which first has 

to decide who is allowed to bring or join the 

lawsuit. On March 26, 2025, our co-counsel, 

John Kappos of O’Melveny, argued our clients’ 

motion to intervene before the Ninth Circuit. 

On March 28, 2025, the court put the case on 

hold while it awaits a related ruling about orga-

nizational standing in Arizona Alliance for Retired 

Americans v. Mayes.
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Building Compassion Legal

Compassion & Choices is expanding legal 

advocacy through Compassion Legal — The 

End-of-Life Justice Center at Compassion & 

Choices and the Compassion Legal Network of 

strategic pro bono firms and referral attorneys 

nationwide to advance cases, provide counsel 

and defend patient rights. Our legal helpline 

serves families navigating end-of-life decisions, 

ensuring individuals facing care barriers have 

access to guidance and support.

Individuals like Walter Hill benefit from 

Compassion Legal’s direct support. Walter was 

referred to the Compassion & Choices legal 

team after Johns Hopkins clinicians told him 

they could not turn off his pacemaker, even 

though it was causing him discomfort. He was 

advised to see another physician and keep 

I needed someone to hold 
my hand through this, and 
Compassion Legal guided me 
each step of the way. They 
encouraged my persistence 
in advocating for myself and 
were absolutely critical in 
helping me get the healthcare 
I needed.” 

Walter Hill, Compassion Legal 

supporter

Stand with us

Every day, people across the country are 

denied the care they want or are forced into 

treatments they do not want. Compassion 

& Choices and Compassion Legal are here 

to make sure that doesn’t happen, but we 

cannot do it alone. If you or a loved one is 

facing barriers to end-of-life care, or if you 

are an attorney committed to protecting 

patient autonomy, we invite you to join us. 

Together, we can ensure that every 

person can write the final chapter of their life 

with dignity.

call
LEGAL HELPLINE 
800.247.7421

call
LEGAL HELPLINE 
800.247.7421

LEGAL HELPLINE

 

800.247.7421 

CandC.org/CompassionLegal

applying pressure to Johns Hopkins staff, since 

going the legal route could have significantly 

delayed the care Walter was asking for. Walter 

followed this plan and one week later, Johns 

Hopkins informed him they would comply, and 

his pacemaker was turned off.

“I needed someone to hold my hand through 

this, and Compassion Legal guided me each step 

of the way. They encouraged my persistence in 

advocating for myself and were absolutely crit-

ical in helping me get the healthcare I needed.”

https://compassionandchoices.org/legal-advocacy/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
https://compassionandchoices.org/legal-advocacy/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
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Across the country, volunteers, donors, 

advocates, professionals, community 

leaders and local coalitions are building a lasting 

presence in their communities. This growing 

network of changemakers is educating neigh-

bors, speaking up in state legislatures, sparking 

conversations and more.

Champions like you bring the insight, energy 

and local knowledge that makes real change 

possible. It is our honor to be a partner in this 

work — providing tools, training, culturally rele-

vant resources, connections and opportunities 

to take action.

Our expanding grassroots network includes 

clinicians, death doulas, healthcare profes-

sionals and other care providers who are 

Our Growing  
Grassroots 
Movement

I’m a retired 
physician and I’ve 
been a volunteer  
with Compassion 
& Choices since the 
beginning, because having 
options and choices at the 
end of life is so important.” 

Dr. Mitsuo Tomita, member of the 

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and 

Pacific Island Leadership Council

Community health workers in Las Vegas, 

Nevada, complete an end-of-life training 

session with Compassion & Choices.
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striving to make end-of-life care patient-di-

rected. It also includes community organizers, 

faith leaders, artists and innovators who facil-

itate educational workshops, bring end-of-life 

resources to cultural events and ensure people 

of all ages and backgrounds can make informed 

decisions about their care. 

Together, we are building a powerful, 

sustainable movement for dignity and autonomy 

at the end of life.

Local leaders in action

In communities and cities across the United 

States, leaders are harnessing their unique skills 

and passions to create change. From driving 

passage of medical aid-in-dying laws to being 

at the forefront of the burgeoning death doula 

movement, our advocates are making strides in 

their states.  

I’ve been advocating 
for medical aid 
in dying since 
the first lobby day 
[in] 2015. Over the years, I 
have found that sharing our 
personal stories as to why 
we feel medical aid in dying 
should be an available option 
is extremely effective when 
combined with open and 
candid conversations that 
address lawmakers’ questions 
and concerns.” 

Stacey Gibson, Garrison, NY advocate

I host an annual ‘Get Your Rear in Gear 5K’ in honor of my 
friend who passed away from colon cancer. This year, we 
gave out the Compassion & Choices End-of-Life Decisions 
Guide and it was a hit. The guide asks big questions, but 
it makes them digestible.  I use it in my death doula practice, too, 
because it’s accessible. It holds your hand as it walks you through 
some difficult topics.” 

 Ashley Johnson, death doula and member of the Compassion & Choices African American 

Leadership Council
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Community in action

Compassion & Choices partners with trusted 

organizations to reach people where they are — 

from health centers and conferences to super-

markets and cultural events. We’re honored to 

work with diverse groups that share a common 

vision, including LGBTQ+; African American; 

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, Pacific 

Islander (AANHPI); and Latino-led organiza-

tions, as well as healthcare associations, faith 

communities, government agencies, and more.

It’s important to navigate end-of-life 
conversations with cultural sensi-
tivity. In one of our workshops with 
Compassion & Choices, we talk about 
shifting people’s perspectives from ‘We 
don’t talk about this’ to ‘We should talk 
about this because I love you.’” 

Dr. Paulina Sosa-Quintanilla, founder, president and 

executive director of Latinx Voces and member of the 

Compassion & Choices Latino Leadership Council

Training community health 
workers

Community health workers (CHWs) are 

trusted public health professionals who bridge 

the gap between healthcare and often-under-

served populations. With local and national 

partners like Ventanilla de Salud and R.E.A.C.H., 

Compassion & Choices trained over 200 CHWs 

across the nation last year, preparing them to 

provide end-of-life education and support to 

their communities.

Partnering with Compassion & Choices for The Journey Home — a 
free event about advance care planning — aligns with our commit-
ment to equip families with the spiritual guidance and knowledge 
needed to navigate one of life’s most important transitions.” 

Joel E. Gregory, senior pastor at Linked UP Church in Power Springs, GA
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Expanding dementia care 
planning

With the American Society on 

Aging, we’re leading the Essential 

Conversations initiative to equip 

healthcare professionals to include 

dementia in the advance care plan-

ning process. We’ve trained over 200 

professionals, reached nearly 2,000 

people through five local community 

partnerships, distributed thousands 

of resources and created a toolkit 

to support professionals in doing 

this work.

Creating systems change

Compassion & Choices is 

working at the federal level to 

ensure end-of-life care is more 

compassionate, equitable and 

patient-directed. We advocate for 

policies that improve care, such as 

expanding access to hospice and 

telehealth services and removing 

barriers that limit patient choices. 

We’re also working with care 

providers and healthcare systems 

to ensure care is more aligned with 

the goals and wishes of the people 

they serve. 

When we’re asking people, ‘Do you 
have a health care proxy? Do you 
have a living will?’ we’re now also 
asking, ‘What about a dementia direc-
tive?’ So we are preparing for a poten-
tial future with dementia as part of 
the advance care planning process.” 

Katherine Carr, care manager at Lifespan of 

Greater Rochester

Find your place in the movement

How are you uniquely positioned to help advance 

the movement for end-of-life care and options? Reflect 

on your skills, passions and schedule, and consider:

*	Attending an upcoming 	

Compassion & Choices 

event or volunteer 

training

*	Hosting a house party or 

film screening

*	Organizing an advocacy 

letter-writing party

*	Sharing end-of-life  

planning resources with 

your loved ones

*	Joining a lobby day 

*	Writing a letter to the 

editor

*	Joining a Compassion & 

Choices leadership council

However you choose to get involved, know that 

we’re here to support you every step of the way.

Learn more and take action at:  

CandC.org/Volunteer. If you have ques-

tions or ideas for how you’d like to plug in, 

email info@CompassionAndChoices.org. 

These efforts put all of us more 

firmly in the driver’s seat of our own 

care — exactly where we should be.  

https://candc.org/volunteer/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
https://candc.org/volunteer/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=magazine&utm_campaign=annual_report2025
mailto:info%40CompassionAndChoices.org?subject=Questions/Ideas%20for%20Volunteering
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Combined Statement of Financial Position 		          
June 30, 2025

Assets:
Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents:� 6,244,448

Pledges receivable-current portion� 80,000

Investments�   26,378,241 

Prepaid expenses and other� 499,909

Beneficial interest in charitable  

remainder trusts� 138,545

Total current assets� 33,341,143

Property, equipment and improvements:

Furniture, fixtures and equipment� 356,540

Leasehold improvements� 11,695

� 368,235

Less accumulated depreciation 

and amortization� 362,687

Total property, equipment 

and improvements� 5,548  

Other assets:

Intangible assets, net  � 4,417

Investment, partnership interest  � 238,841

Right-of-use asset - operating leases  � 482,912

Deposits� 8,044 

 

Total other assets� 734,214 

TOTAL ASSETS� 34,080,905 

Liabilities and Net Assets:
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable� 527,623 

Accrued expenses� 1,521,186 

Deferred revenue� 2,500,000 

Operating leases liability� 95,314

Total current liabilities� 4,644,123 

Long-term liabilities:

Deferred revenue, net of  

current portion� 3,500,000 

Gift annuity payments due� 271,761

Operating leases liability, 

net of current portion� 350,307 

Total long-term liabilities� 4,122,068

Total liabilities� 8,766,191 

Net assets:

Without donor restrictions: 

Operating� 25,229,166  

Net investments in Property, 

Equipment and Improvements� 5,548 

With donor restrictions� 80,000 

Total net assets� 25,314,714

TOTAL LIABILITIES  

AND NET ASSETS� 34,080,905

Financial Data
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Combined Statement of 
Activities and Changes 
in Net Assets
Year Ended June 30, 2025

Revenue and other support:
Contributions� 23,550,654 

Donated services� 1,657,565

Membership fees� 8,515

Investment income,  

net of expenses� 1,045,095

Realized and unrealized  

gain on investments� 1,262,021

Other income� 87,753

Total revenue and  

other support� 27,611,603

Expenses:
Programs� 22,514,179

General and administrative� 1,974,658 

Fundraising� 2,123,240 

Total expenses� 26,612,077 

Increase in net assets� 999,526  

Net assets: 
Total net assets,  

beginning� 24,315,188 

NET ASSETS,  

ENDING� 25,314,714

Program Expenses and Ratios 	    
Year Ended June 30, 2025

All costs
Year Ended June 30, 2025

Compassion 
& Choices

Community 
Engagement   

17.6%

Community 
Engagement  

20.9%

Fundraising  8.0%

Advocacy  14.9%

Advocacy  

17.6%

Grassroots 
Lobbying  

0.6%

Policy and 
Litigation  

14.1%

Policy and 
Litigation  

16.6%

Administration  7.4%

Public 
Education 

37.3%

Direct Lobbying  

6.9%

Public 
Education 

31.5%

Direct Lobbying  

5.9%

Grassroots 
Lobbying  

0.7%

Direct Lobbying

Grassroots Lobbying

Policy and Litigation

Advocacy

Community 
Engagement

Public Education

Fundraising

Administration

TOTAL EXPENSES

Total

1,573,462

160,955

3,744,042

3,952,979

4,696,013

8,386,728

2,123,240

1,974,658

26,612,077

705,937

160,955

3,688,464

3,357,474

4,696,013

8,130,306

1,867,916 

  1,905,938 

24,513,003

867,525

0

55,578

595,505

0

256,422

255,324

68,720

2,099,074

C&C Action 
Network
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Compassion & 
Choices Board of 
Directors
Jerri Shaw, MRP – Chair 

Chandana Banerjee, MD, MPA, 

HDMC – First Vice Chair 

Leslie Rowley, PhD, MBA – 

Second Vice Chair 

Elaine Charney, JD – Secretary 

Jill Gordon, MBA – Treasurer 

Jeff Gardere, PhD, ABPP 

Satheesh Gunaga, DO, FACEP, 

FACOEP 

Nancy Hoyt, MA 

Irene V. Jackson-Brown, PhD, 

CSA, CMC, CDP 

Joél Simone Maldonado 

Rev. Madison T. Shockley II  

Kevin Díaz, JD – President  

and CEO, ex officio

Compassion & 
Choices Action 
Network Board  
of Directors
David Cook, MTh, JD – Chair 

Vincent Wiraatmadja 

– Secretary 

Karen Pye, MPH – Treasurer 

Debbi Gibbs, M Arch 

Jill Gordon, MBA 

Nancy Hoyt, MA 

Samantha Sandler, MSW 

Mark Weideman, JD

Kevin Díaz, JD – President  

and CEO, ex officio 

Volunteer Leadership  
As of June 2025

African American 
Leadership Council
Bobbie Alexander, MBA

Dr. Gregory Bolden

Angela Braggs

Dr. DeLon Canterbury

James Farnum, MBA

Ashley Johnson

Channte’ Keith

Joél Simone Maldonado

Reverend Charles W. 

McNeill, Jr.

Ottamissiah “Missy” Moore

Beverly Morgan

Shawn Perry

Reverend Madison Shockley

Shaleka Smith

Ricardo D. Thomas

Ayana Woods, MPH

Aerica Worrell

Asian American, 
Native Hawaiian 
and Pacific Islander 
(AANHPI) 
Leadership Council
Semoon Chang

Jasbir Chowdhary

Nishtha Goel

Ben de Guzman

Dr. Trina Nahm-Mijo

Dr. Mitsuo Tomita

Latino Leadership 
Council
Luis Aceves

Father Luis Barrios

Pastor Sergio Camacho

Reverend Dr. Ignacio 

Castuera

Nilsa Centeno

Guillermo Chacon

The Hon. Rebecca 

Chavez-Houck

Dr. Yanira Cruz

Dan Diaz

María Teresa Estrella

Jairo Guzmán

Dr. Carlos 

Hernández-Torres

Dolores Huerta

Jorge Lambrinos

Maria Lemus

Irisaida ‘Isa’ Mendez

Mauricio Ochmann

Hanna Olivas

Silverio Pérez

Dr. Paulina Sosa-Quintanilla

Dr. Jaime R. Torres

Dr. Daniel Turner-Lloveras
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LGBTQ+ Leadership 
Council
Florrie Burke

Stella Dawson 

Phil Duran

Carrie Framsted

Jim Kelly

Blake Oshiro

Kelly Rice

Deb Robertson

Barb Timper

Healthcare Advisory 
Council
Venerable Zhiyun Cai,  

PhD, BCC, PCHAC

Lisa Deal, RN, MPH, ScD

Curt Eschels, MAc, MST

Michael D. Fratkin,  

MD, FAAHPM

Heather Frucci, BCPA

Amy Reese Hohmann

Jiewen (Janice) Huang,  

LCSW, EdD Candidate

Lolita Melhado, Ph.D., APRN, 

FNP-BC, ACHPN

Cristina Grisham Montanez, 

M.A., C.P.C.,

Karen Morin, RN

Dr. Mitsuo Tomita

Yelena Zatulovsky, LCAT, MA, 

MT-BC, CCLS, HPMT,  

HEC-C, DBe(c)

Champion,  
Invite,  
Invest.

Every gift — no matter the size — helps us 
expand access, protect rights and improve 
end-of-life care nationwide.

Champion end-of-life options. 

Invite others to join the movement.

Invest in compassionate care for all.

DONATE TODAY

CandC.org/donatenow

https://candc.org/donatenow?sourceid=1088227
https://candc.org/donatenow?sourceid=1088227
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