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Eleven Years of Death with Dignity: 

Oregon Report Shows landmark Aid in Dying Law  
is a Safe, Reliable Practice; 

Empowers Terminal Patients to Make End of Life Choice 
 

PORTLAND, OR - The State of Oregon Department of Human Services and 
Compassion & Choices today separately released 2008 results of the 
eleventh year report for the Oregon Death with Dignity Act showing that 
terminally ill patients and their families are benefiting from the law. The 
Oregon Department of Human Services reported that during 2008, as in all 
ten prior years, many more terminal patients received prescriptions (88), 
than used those prescriptions (54), with 6 using prescriptions received in 
2007. As in prior years, the report showed increased peace of mind for 
terminally ill patients. 60 terminally ill patients used the Oregon law to help 
ease their imminent deaths. Two of these patients underwent full 
psychological evaluations. The report does not indicate how many patients 
may have begun the eligibility process, undergone psychological evaluation 
and failed to progress beyond that point.  
 
“The State’s findings continue to confirm the safety of Oregon’s Death with 
Dignity law,” said Barbara Coombs Lee, president of Compassion & 
Choices, the nonprofit organization that serves as the steward of the law and 
serves terminal patients and their families throughout the U.S. “The reports 
each year confirm that although few patients die with the provisions of the 
law, all dying patients in the state of Oregon benefit from improved care. 
Objective measures of this include the experiences of hospice nurses, use of 
medical morphine, referrals to hospice and the second-lowest rates of in-
hospital deaths and the second-highest rates of home deaths in the nation.”  
 
None of opponents’ predicted problems have come true. To the contrary, 
Oregon is ranked second in the nation in quality care at the end of life. We 
urge other states to adopt similar laws. 
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According to the report, the number of Oregonians receiving aid in dying 
through Oregon’s landmark Death with Dignity Act has remained stable  
over the past 11 years. With predictable small increases as aid in dying 
becomes a normal part of end-of-life care options. 
 
“The Oregon law continues to have a significant, positive impact on end-of-
life care while being infrequently used,” said George Eighmey, executive 
director of Compassion & Choices of Oregon. “In 2008, our organization 
continued its role as the steward of Oregon’s unique aid-in-dying law.” 
 
The report also reveals the act poses no harm to vulnerable populations. 
 
 
 
For more information: www.compassionandchoices.org  

 
Compassion & Choices is a nonprofit organization working to improve care and expand choice 

at the end of life. We support, educate and advocate. 
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